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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 2 4 9 , 37 9 , 5 4 0 , 5 74 , 7 5 9Nay 7 , 2 00 3

CLERK: Yes, Mr. President, before the n ext amendment, I do .
Thank you. Enrollment and Review reports LB 379 to Select File.
Senator Raikes, an amendment to LB 574 and LB 249; Senator Bromm
to LB 759. (Legislative Journal pages 1678-1679.)

Nr. President, the ne x t am e ndment to LB 540, Senator Nines,
AM1660. (L eg i s l a t i v e J ou r n a l p a ge 15 84 . )

SPEAKER BRONM: Senator Mines, you' re recognized to open on your
amendment .

SENATOR NINES: Nr . Spe a k e r , d o I h a v e t o ? (L a u g h t e r ) Do I
have to follow that? Thank you, Nr. Speaker, colleagues. I
apprecia te , f i r s t of al l , t he oppo r t un i t y . Second l y , I
appreciate this body's indulgence in...as a new member and as a
f reshman, I ha v e. . . I s t rug g l e , I t h i nk , as al l of ou r c l ass
does, to understand the process of legislative budget making.
A nd I woul d j u s t l i ke t o pub l i c l y t ha n k t h e s e n i o r l ea d e r s h i p o f
this body for their advice and patience, and will ask their
i ndu l g e nc e a s w e co n t i n u e t h r o u g h t h e r e s t o f t h i s se s s i o n . An d
if I may at this time address Senator Schrock on the term limit
debate that we had. Senator Schrock suggested that in six years
I might b e S p eaker o f t hi s bod y . And I woul d s i mp l y say t o
Senator Schrock, you should be very afraid. (Laughter ) Hav i n g
said that, Nr. Speaker, my amendment, AN1660, is intended not to
get in the way of Senator Raikes' bill. But what it does is it
allows cities and counties to deal with the cuts that this body
has implemented to various state aid programs that affect them.
The amendment has two parts. First, it addresses the ability of
local governments to exceed spending limits. S econdly, the
amendment allows local government the ability to increase
b udgets by t he amou n t t hat . . .by t he t ot al am ount o f a l l ow a b l e
growth. V ery s imply, the local government has difficulty
managing their financial affairs because in some cases revenue
f rom proper t y a n d / o r sa l e s t a x ca n no t b e u se d, s i mp l y beca u s e
they' re restricted from...by spending limits. The amendment
allows political subdivisions other than schools the authority
t o exc ee d spe n d i n g l i m i ts b y a sup e r maj o r i t y vo t e o f t he l oca l
governing b o dy . That i s t hr ee - f o u r t h s , or 75 pe r c e n t . That i s
a 75-percent majority vote of that body. Current law limits the
a mount o f r es t r i c t e d f un d s t h a t a gov e r nment a gency o t he r t h a n a
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